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beak Into Events Behind Judge’s Indictment

ssioner Testifies She

olved in Bribery Case

Same-Sex
Partner

Wins LAPD
Pension

By Catherine Ho
Daily fournal Staff Writer

The same-sex partner of an
LAPD officer killed in last year's
Metrolink crash will be allowed
to receive her deceased partner’s
pension even though the two never
formally decumented their relation-
ship, a Las Angeles Superior Court
judge has ruled.

The case, Gerritsen v. Cify of Los
Angeles i3 believed to be the first
case in which the Los Angeles Fire
and Police Pensions, the body that
administers retirement benefits for
the city's fire and police officers,
has had to deal with questions
over whether a same-sex partner is
entitled to a deceased partner’s pen-
sion when their relationship has not
been formally registered.

Judge Judith C. Chitlin ruled
Tuesday that Laura Gerritsen,
whose partner Spree DeSha died
last September in the deadly train
collision, is enfitled to collect
pension benefits even though the
couple did not submit decumenta- .
tion proving their union prior to
DeSha's death. Gerritsen is also an
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LAPD officer.

Gerritsen, represented by Lisa L. Maki and
Christina Coleman of Law Offices of Lisa L.
Maki, filed suit in December after Gerritsen
received notice from the city that she could not
collect survivorship pension benefits because she
and DeSha had not submitted an affidavit of do-
mestic partnership to the city before DeSha died.

Qf the four classes of people entitled to survi-
vorship benefits under the city's administrative
code, same-sex pariners are the oply ones who
must file such an affidavit during the lifetime of
the person whose benefits are at issue. For all
other classes — married couples, children or de-
pendent parents — the surviver can submit docu-
ments proving the relationship after the death of
the relative or spouse.

“It closes the door on a whole class of people,”
Maki said. “If you're a same-sex couple, you have
to submit paperwork before the death of your
loved one, No other class of person has to do that.
If you're married, you don't have to do that while
[your] spouse is still alive.”

That distinction in the city's admindstrative
code was never made clear to Gerritsen and De-
Sha, who had in fact filled out the forms but dide’t
submit them before the train crash, Maki said.

“It was sitting on Spree's desk at the time of the
death,” Maki said. “They didn't know it had to be
handed in before she died.” .

Gerritsen and DeSha never registered as
domestic partners in the state of California for
fear that it could lead to discrimination within
the police department if it became public, Maki
said. During the two-day bench trial, Gerritsen’s
attorneys cited other documents to substantiate
the civil union, including joint bank accounts and
a grant deed for 2 home they purchased together.

The city argued that Gerritson should have
known the affidavit had to be submitted during
the lifetime of both partners because the docu-
ment is for medical and dental benefits — which
must be submitted during the member’s lifetime.
The city also contended that it provided materi-
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LAPD Officer Laura Geritsen, left, sued the city of Los Angeles after it wouldn't allow her to
collect survivorship pension benefits for her domestic parther, Officer Spree DeSha.

als to LAPD officers regarding their benefits,
and is not responsible for Gerritsen’s failure to
understand them.

‘The city’s argument “fails for several reasons,”
according to a minute order issued by the court.
Requirements for the paperwork were confusing,
and there was no evidence that Gerritson or De-
S$ha received training from the city concerning
their pension benefits, the order said.

Deputy City Attorney Brian Cheng, who repre-
sented the city in the lawsuit, said Thursday he
could not comment. A spokesman for the office
said they were still reviewing the rufing and
could not cornment further.

The Los Angeles Fire and Potice Pension and
the LAPD did not respond to requests for com-
ment Thursday.

Maki said she hopes the city will revisit its
policy of notifying domestic partners of the re-
quirement to file the affidavit.

“I would hope the city will look at procedures
in the way they notify domestic partners of their
rights,” she said. “The information sent to my
client has no mention of the requirement that it
has to be Bled priot to the death of the partner. [
think they can do a better job on that.”
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first contacted by investigators, her
reaction was, “If anybody did any-
thing wrong that day, it was me,”
transcripts show.

Prosecutors allege that it was not
the last time Silberman’s campaign
discussed a bribe.

At the end of February 2008,
Murillo hired political consultant

.Hal Dash of Cerrell Associates,
- a firm that handles many judicial

campaigns in Los Angeles.
Dash testified that he spoke to
Steinberg, -Silberman’s political

consultant, on the phone shortly
after his Brst contact with Murillo.
He testified that Steinberg asked,
“How much is she willing to pay for
him to drop out of her race?”
Murillo testified that, after Dash
told her about the -conversation,

she was “tired of gelting these

cheap shots” and began to look for

‘a legal remedy. She ultimately re-

ported it to the Los Angeles district
attorney’s office,

Dash told the grand jury that he
was contacted at his office in March
2008 by district attorney investiga-

tors, who asked him if he would call
Silberman's campaign consultants
and try to get them to repeat the
offer,

Dash obliged, and testified that
Alexander made a similar offer.
Dash told the grand jury that the
investigators caught it on tape.
During the conversation, he said
investigators held up signs prompt-
ing him on what to say.

Steinberg's attorney, Stephen A.
Meister of the Law Office of Mark
J. Werksman, declined te comment.
Alexander’s attorney, Larry M.

Bakman of Sdnta Monica, could not
be reached Thursday afternoon.

Orange County Superior Court
Judge Richard M. King is expected
to hear pretrial motions in the case
today. The matter has been moved
to Orange County so a Los Ange-
les judge would not preside over a
peer's case.

Likewise, Deputy Attorney Gen-
eral Zee Rodriguez is prosecuting
the case in lieu of the Los Angeles
district attorney’s office.
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